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District passes levy – now what? 

Thanks to the support of the Mad River School District residents, the District did pass a 5.9 mill 
levy at the March election. This levy will generate approximately $1.4 million in new real estate 
tax revenue for the District each year. This may sound like a lot of money but the School 
District’s annual budget is about $35 million per year. This represents 3.7% of our budget. It 
takes about $3 million a month to operate the school district so the new levy will bring in less 
than half-a-month’s worth of expenses. Some may wonder why the District did not ask for more 
money from the taxpayers. The Board is well aware of the financial distress our current 
economy has placed on our community and did not want ask taxpayers for any more money 
than is necessary. The new levy is not enough to add any new programs or spending, it is only 
intended to cover inflation in current expenses. 

As I mentioned in previous financial updates, the District has been spending more than it is 
taking in this year due to cuts in State funding. In order to balance our budget, the District has 
embarked on a reorganization plan to reduce spending by $4 million annually. Unfortunately 
this means for this year and last year combined, the District had to reduce a total of 77 
positions or about 17% of our staff in order to balance the budget. The District was forced to 
cut many valuable things and people that it did not want to lose in order to balance the budget, 
but we must operate responsibly with the funding we have.  

It is possible that as the State of Ohio’s economy gets better, and the State collects more tax 
revenue over the next several years, that it could increase funding to school districts in Ohio. If 
this happens, it is possible that Mad River could restore some of the teachers or programs lost 
to budget cuts. Currently there is no sign on the horizon of increased funding from the State for 
schools. But more than likely if we see any increase in State funding in the near future, it will 
also probably be just enough to help us keep up with inflation.  

I am very proud of the way Mad River School District was able to come together as a 
community and support our schools. I believe that Superintendent Nicholas showed that it is 
possible to garner the community’s support by showing the value of our school district to the 
community, rather than threatening to cut services in an attempt to brow-beat parents into 
voting for a levy.  

Thanks again for your support, and I want you to know that we will continue to tighten our 
belts and be good stewards of the school district’s funding while providing the best possible 
education for the children of our school district. A strong, stable school system is the heart of 
any good community. If you have any questions please call me at 937-259-6610 or email me at 
jerry.ellender@madriverschools.org  

Jerry Ellender, CPA 

Treasurer/CFO 
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